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ABSTRACT

This investigation examined social and environmectaflicts in peasant territories due to rural reodzation
common to the Colombian Andean region. For thisppse the author chose a constructivist analysigadsof the
conventional paradigm about the water cycle, ineortd question approaches alien to peasant sagddities and their
territorial dynamics. Therefore, the study criteszZfrom the conventional approach its assumed atpaibetween humans
and nature, its exclusive material and profit aeenvaluation of water and surrounding territorigsd its discrimination
of other cultural, social, political, and biologicaluations of water. Subsequently, the reseapgiied a conceptual and
methodological framework based on hydro-social @y@nd participatory action research to analyzegrgderritories in
San Lorenzo (Tulua, Colombia, South America) andnidy alienation mechanisms of ancestral and eedogs
epistemologies related to the social and environiahenanagement of their territory. This has lec&tmarginalization of
peasant communities and to a weakening of theintigleand autonomy. The research also offered alyais of the

challenges faced by these communities to subs#tiontext of climate variability and territoridbgalization.
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